
 
 
 
 

 

Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ,                        

 

I am sitting down to write this on the day after Swedesburg 

Evangelical Lutheran Church’s 150
th

 Anniversary 

celebration. What a great weekend! Thanks to all of you 

who worked so hard to make this weekend the success that 

it was! It took all of us working together to make this 

happen. I especially want to thank Tom Wenstrand for 

getting the ball rolling as we started making plans for this 

weekend over three years ago. Also, thanks to Dawn 

Bodenham and Randy Morgan for being co-chairs of the 

150
th
 Anniversary Steering Committee. I could keep on 

naming names, but should stop here for fear of leaving 

someone out. You know who you are, and I hope you know 

how much your time and sharing of your talents is 

appreciated. 

 

It was good to have Pastors Borleske, Gentz, Martens (and 

Mary), and Stengel back. Thank you for your part in 

making each of them feel welcomed back to Swedesburg. It 

was a special treat to have Pastor Thoren’s daughters share 

their memories of living in Swedesburg. 

 

Pastor Martens, in his message to our children and youth, 

spoke about the past, present, and future aspects of our 

church. I really feel that this last weekend captured each of 

these so well. The historical displays and videos helped us 

to remember where we’ve been, and the people who have 

faithfully gone before us. It was good to have so many 
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people back who have been touched by this place, and still 

hold Swedesburg in their hearts. 

 

The present and future of our church were seen in the many 

people involved with making this weekend a success. It was 

a joy to see all of the kids enjoying the SO Fun Day 

activities, and those gathered in worship for the Time for 

Children and Youth  

 

“O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his steadfast love 

endures forever!” (Psalm 118:1) God’s steadfast love has 

now guided SELC for 150 years. This is something to 

celebrate. God has blessed all of us so richly, as a 

congregation, as families, and as individuals.   

 

Sometimes, when a big event like this anniversary 

celebration, is over, there is a huge letdown. We could 

easily go back to the routine of our everyday lives. We 

could easily try to rest on our past laurels, all of the great 

things that our congregation has done in the past. But let us 

turn our sights, instead, from a great past, to the future. 

 

For all of this means nothing if we don’t use it to propel us 

forward into the next 150 years. God’s steadfast love does 

indeed endure forever. It has led us in the past, and we 

celebrate this. And it will lead us onward. God’s purpose 

for us, for our church, is not over. So let us use this great 

weekend as a reminder of what we are to be about, to 

continue to live lives that are faithful to our God.   

 

Love in Christ,   

 
Pastor Mark  

 



Worship Schedule 
Sundays in July 

 10:00 a.m.  Worship  

 
 
 

Congregation Council and Church Finance Notes 
The Council met on Thursday, June 16, 2016. The next regular 
Council meeting will be Thursday, July 21, 2016 at 7:00 p.m. 
The Council meeting minutes are posted on the bulletin board 
in the church narthex (entryway). Council minutes are also 
available in the church office.  
 
Financial Report  

2016 General Fund Activity (through June 28, 2016) 
Giving  $106,880.49 
Expenses  $93,102.62 
Mission Support $3,323.25 
Net Income $10,454.62 

 
 
 
 
 

Any church committee meeting may be attended by 
anyone. You do not have to be a member of that group 
to attend their meeting. We encourage you to attend 
the meeting(s) of your choice. All committees will 
meet in the church basement unless otherwise stated. 
 
If you have any concerns regarding any of the committees, 
please direct them to a committee member, especially the 
council representative to that committee.  
 
 
 

Summer Sack Lunch Program 
The Social Ministry Committee is again giving us the 
opportunity to serve as we help with the Fellowship Cup’s 
summer sack lunch program. Swedesburg Evangelical Lutheran 
Church has signed up for the week of July 5-8. There is a sign-
up sheet in the narthex (entryway). Arrive at the Fellowship 
Cup at 9:45 a.m. and work until about noon.  



 
 
 
Join Swedesburg Evangelical Lutheran Church (SELC) for 
Vacation Bible School Monday, July 18th through Thursday, 
July 21st from 5:30-8:15 p.m. Each evening we’ll have a kid-
friendly supper from 5:30-6:00 followed by music, Bible 
stories, crafts, games, and LOTS OF FUN! Pre-register now and 
invite your friends! 
 
Registration and volunteer forms are located at the church 
office, in the narthex (church entry), in your weekly bulletin, at 
the end of this newsletter, and online at: 
www.swedesburglutheran.org. 
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Southeastern Iowa Synod Assembly 

The Southeastern Iowa Synod Assembly was held on May 6th 
and 7th in Coralville. The theme for the two days was “Drawn to 
the Light of God”. In between the business of the Synod, the 
attendees were challenged to see what we do after we are 
claimed and gathered by “The Light”, God. 
 
The first session began with a Biblical storyteller, Jason 
Chestnut. He presented the Bible passage in story form. This 
was fascinating and a message in itself, although the purpose 
was to set the stage for the following speaker’s message. I 
imagined how people would react in church if the lessons and 
the gospel were told as a story instead of a reading. It was very 
powerful. The first story was the miracle of the loaves and 
fishes. Rev. Joel Nau spoke on hunger and what our response 
can be both globally and locally. Examples were shown of 
successes through Global Grains in Des Moines, which helps 
refugees with gardens and farmers in training. The challenge 
given was what is the Spirit saying to the churches? During this 
session, nominations were presented for the synod council, 
leadership positions, and committee positions. Bishop Burk 
also gave a report for the Southeastern Iowa Synod. There has 
been a decrease in giving to the synod, which has resulted in 
difficult budget decisions. His quote was, “When there is pain in 
one part of the body, the body hurts somewhere else.” There are 
some copies of the Annual Report in the back of the church. 
 
The afternoon session had the first common ballot, where the 
voting attendees cast their votes for their choice of nominees. 
Rev. Ruben Duran, the churchwide representative, gave a 
report for the ELCA church. The message was that we all stand 
in God’s breadline and are the church for the sake of the world. 
There is a new process to discuss ELCA’s future directions 
called Called Forward Together In Christ. He challenged us to 
be detectives of divinity - what is God’s work? He stressed that 
the mission of God defines us, not the other way around. He 
also made a statement that left an impression...we are not 
responsible for the result, only our actions. Rev. Chestnut told 
the story of Lazarus and Rev. Lee Schott gave a message about 
the prison ministry at the prison in Anamosa. The challenge 



was how do we do in our communities what is done in prison to 
reach hurting people? 
 
There were interest groups and then worship and a meal. After 
the banquet, pastors were recognized and our church was 
highlighted for its 150th Anniversary. 
 
On Saturday, the morning began with worship. The third 
session commissioned the voting members attending the 
Churchwide Assembly. Rev. Chestnut told the story of the blind 
man who had his sight restored and the story of Mary 
Magdalene and disciples at the tomb. AJ Houseman, head of 
UNI Campus Ministry, gave a very compelling message on 
vocation and fostering leadership in youth/ young adults. She 
stated that sometimes you have to be uncomfortable to be in the 
right place. The Vice President and treasurer gave reports, the 
compensation guidelines and resolutions were presented. There 
was only one resolution that had discussion and passion on 
both sides. This was resolution to censor Israel regarding 
Palestinians. All of the resolutions passed, with only the Israel 
censor having many no votes. 
 
The fourth session held votes on the minimum compensation 
guidelines and the budget, which both passed. The synod 
council was recognized and the new members were installed. 
 
After all business was attended to, Rev. Chestnut presented the 
final story of Jesus appearing to the disciples fishing after his 
resurrection and the Assembly was declared closed. We left 
claimed, gathered and SENT to do the mission of God. 
 

Submitted by Mike and Jackie Brawner 
 

 
Worship and Music Committee 

The Worship and Music Committee discussed at a recent 
meeting how the Lamb of God following the Lord’s Prayer 
should be sung while the congregation is still standing and the 
ministers are at the altar. Communion assistants are asked to 
not come up until after the singing of the Lamb of God. 
 



2016 Mutual Ministry Committee 

 
Front row, left to right: Janey Lauer, Julia Whitaker, Deb Derby; 

second row, left to right: Carl Alvine, Keith Zihlman, Brendan 

Unkrich and Doug Deardorff. Absent was Pastor Mark Youngquist. 

 
Social Ministry Committee 

To continue the celebration of SELC’s 150th Anniversary, the 
Social Ministry Committee is lifting up an Eastern Iowa 
ministry on a quarterly basis. The schedule is as follows:  
 
**Quarter One (July-September) – “Free Indeed” Prison 
Ministry (a mission congregation of the Southeastern Iowa 
Synod) at Anamosa. (Presentation July 10) 
 
**Quarter Two (October-December) – Domestic Violence / 
Crisis Advocacy Program 
 
**Quarter Three (January-March 2017) – Fellowship Cup (Ken 
Brown speaker) 
 
**Quarter Four (April-June 2017) – Ronald McDonald House 
(Speaker April 23, 2017)  
 



There will be a presentation on each of these groups at a 
worship service during that quarter. You are encouraged to give 
a financial gift to support them. Donations may be given 
throughout the quarter. For July through September, please 
make out your check to SELC, with “Prison Ministry” in the 
memo.  
 
There is a continuing need for size 4 diapers.  
 
The Committee’s next meeting is July 5 at 5:30 p.m. 
 

Free Indeed Prison Ministry 

Free Indeed is a new ministry taking shape at the Anamosa 
State Penitentiary. Free Indeed is a congregation under 
development in the Southeastern Iowa Synod of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America. 
 
Free Indeed will serve the nearly 1000 men living at the 
Anamosa State Penitentiary. Based on the Prison 
Congregations in America model they seek to: 

 Share the good news of Jesus Christ to those who are 
inside and outside of prison walls.  

 Build a community of faith within the confines of the 
prison. 

 Build a network of supporters on the outside of the 
prison walls to support and participate in the 
congregation 

 Assist those who are released to be restored to the 
community and to continue in their spiritual journey. 

 

The inside congregation, is like any other church community. 
They will celebrate Holy Communion, have Bible studies, times 
for prayer and reflection. They will have a leadership council 
that helps make decisions about governance and ministry. The 
outside community is a network of ministerial and financial 
supporters. There will be an administrative council.  
 

SELC’s Social Ministry Committee is encouraging our 
congregation to support the prison congregation spiritually and 
financially. Please prayerfully consider giving a gift to help get 
the new congregation off the ground. Checks may be made out 
to SELC with “Prison Ministry” written in the memo. 

http://www.prisoncongregations.org/
http://www.prisoncongregations.org/


Federal Privacy Laws 
Because of Federal Privacy Laws (HIPPA), if you or a member 
of your family are hospitalized and would like the Pastor to 
visit, please contact the church office at (319) 254-2216, or 
Pastor Mark at (319) 631-8564. 

 
Weekly Worship Audio Available 

You may enjoy listening to our service each Sunday morning at 
11:30 a.m. on the radio at 105.5 KILJ FM. Our weekly worship 
service is available on the church website: 

www.swedesburglutheran.org. 
Click on “weekly worship services”, and then select “Launch 
Media Player”. Click on the weekly service you wish to listen to. 
 
Each monthly newsletter is available on our website: 
www.swedesburglutheran.org. Click on calendar, then 
newsletter, and then click any month to read it. 
 

http://www.swedesburglutheran.org/
http://www.swedesburglutheran.org/


 
 

 



 

 
 

 



 
 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 



 
 

  
 

 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 

 
 

Swedish American Museum Pancake Breakfast 
The annual Swedish American Museum pancake breakfast will 
be held again this summer on July 2 at the Parish Hall, 201 
Academy Avenue, Swedesburg. Swedish pancakes with 
lingonberries, korv, ham, homemade pastries, juice and coffee 
are on the menu. The food will be served from 8 to 11 a.m. for 
$7 per person. 
 

 
God’s work. Our hands. 

As a social ministry organization of the ELCA, Lutheran Services in 
Iowa (LSI) is so thankful for your partnership in ministry! We give 
special thanks for the many congregations making LSI the focus of 
their “God’s work. Our hands.” projects. 
 
Past “God’s work. Our hands.” projects have included donations of 
tools for dads enrolled in our early childhood programs, plus 



children’s books, towel bundles, school supplies and backpacks. LSI 
has also been blessed to receive “noisy” offerings, special offerings 
and proceeds from yard work or luncheons. Some Sunday School 
classes and youth groups have also encouraged youth at LSI’s Beloit 
and Bremwood Residential Treatment Centers through quilts and 
letters. 
 
We thank you for your witness of God’s love and your service! If you 
are interested in ministering to those served by LSI and would like to 
know more about current needs, please contact Deb Whitford, LSI 
director of philanthropy and church relations, at 
deborah.whitford@LSIowa.org. 
 
LSI is proud to be an affiliated social ministry organization of the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA). Learn more at 
www.LSIowa.org and www.facebook.com/LSI.iowa  
 

Finding Help and Hope 
Bernie’s daughter-in-law walked into her house and set her new baby 
on the living room sofa. She told Bernie the baby was "a mistake" and 
that she couldn't parent him. She never returned. At age 50, Bernie 
became a mom to her 2-month-old grandson, Bryce. Bernie's son—
the baby's biological father—had medical and mental health issues 
that left him unable to care for the child. 
 
When Bryce was young, he was diagnosed with ADHD, ODD 
(Oppositional Defiant Disorder), fetal drug and alcohol syndrome, 
mental retardation, and partial bipolar disorder. As he grew older, 
Bryce began to develop anger issues. Bernie knew he was struggling, 
so she reached out to LSI.  
 
Soon, Bryce began receiving regular home visits from a Behavioral 
Health Intervention Services worker, who coached Bryce on anger 
management. Bryce also began seeing an LSI therapist.  
 
Today, Bryce is 15 years old. He attends special education classes, and 
is doing wonderfully. When he is upset, he reaches out to his LSI 
therapist for help. Bryce still struggles with anger, but Bernie and his 
LSI support team work together to meet Bryce where he is. 
 
"I want to thank each and every one of our workers from LSI," Bernie 
says. "They are doing marvelous work with him." 
 
And thanks to LSI donors, Bryce receives the help, hope, and support 
he needs.  

mailto:deborah.whitford@LSIowa.org
http://www.lsiowa.org/
http://www.facebook.com/LSI.iowa


We continue to pray for all our church members throughout the 
year. Each week we will pray for about five church families. 
Please pray in July for: 

 

July 3: 
Aaron & Heather Lindeen 
David Lindeen 
Eric & Victoria Lindeen 
Jerry & Norma Lindeen 
Jonathan Lindeen 
Ken Lindeen 
 

July 10:  
Dr. Michael & Ruth Lindeen 
Dee Lipscomb, and Aryanna Molina 
Carlos & Carol Lugtu, and Olivia 
Carl & Maribelle Lund 
Michael Lund 

 
July 17: 
Joni Manske 
Mark Manske 
Brent & Amanda Martin, Robert, Parker and Jessica 
Tina Martinez and Nicholas Soderquist, Angelina and  
   Anissa 
Kenneth & Brooke McArtor, Katelyn, Kristina, Tanner  
   and Allie 
 

July 24: 
Bob & Josie McClure,  
Michael and Dawn McClure, Karli and Izzy 
Patti McClure 
Michael & Patricia McDowell 
Bill & Linda McGohan 
David & Melissa Merrifield, Mackenzie and Rylee 
Ray & Ruth Meth 
 

July 31: 
Scott Meth 
Russell Meyer 
Carol Mickey 
Joel & Megan Mickey, and Mina 
Steven Mickey  

 



July Birthdays 
We wish the following people a very happy birthday on their 
special day: 
 
  1 Jim Lauer 
  4 Sherry Honts 
     Pat King 
     Ian Olson 
  5 Alexander Lackman 
  6 Mirra Anson 
 Bryant Holtkamp 
  7  Jamie Provino 
     Everette Sommer 
     Tylar Swanson 
  8 Khloe Beichter 
  9 Tracy Hill 
     Stan Unkrich 
10 Kris Kelley 
     Marne Lackman 
11 Drew Diers 
12 Allie McArtor 
     Darrell Smith 
14 Joe Lauer 
15  Gail Smith 
16  Brooke McArtor 
17  Jim Lauer 
     Josh Morgan 
      Jordan Krueger 
 Julia Whitaker 
18 Kate Crawford 

19  Derek Mullin 
20  Dean Craig 
      Laura Lindeen Craig 
     Carol Mickey 
     Lisa Swanson 
21 Roger Beckman 
     Carol Lugtu 
    Art Lauer 
23 Travis Waterhouse 
     Ben Rauenbuehler 
24 Jean Caboth 
 Deb Derby 
 Justin Kempf 
25 Kaci Chacon 
     Ron Davis 
    Aaron Kimzey 
26 Shannon Sells 
 Mary Wettach 
27 Audrey Peterson 
28 Elizabeth Graber 
30 Janet Erickson 
     Dalton Diers 
     Kayleigh Applegate 
31 Kenna Chacon 
 Matthew Proctor 
     Bill Tolander 

  



 
July Anniversaries 

We wish to offer these couples a happy anniversary: 
 

  2  Jim and Gwen Richardson 
  5  John and Dawn Bodenham 
  7 Dave and Melissa Merrifield 
  8  Kenneth and Bea Tolander 
17  David and Kari Brownholland 
26  Bill and Marge Tolander 
29  Art and Rose Lauer 
 
Please help the church office update their records by submitting any 

birthday, anniversary or any other corrections. Thank you.  
 

Return of the yule goat to Swedesburg. 
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CONGREGATION REFLECTIONS 

 

BIRTH ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 Charlie Joseph Zihlman was born June 10, 2016. He was 

welcomed home by his sister, Hannah; parents, Jeff and 

Deidra Zihlman; and grandparents Keith and Lana 

Zihlman. 

 Scarlett Margylynn Jones was born on Sunday, June 19, 

2016 to Renae and Brandon Jones. Scarlett weighed 6 

pounds, 4 ounces and was 19 inches long. Her big brothers, 

Jaxton and Oliver welcomed her home along with her 

parents, and grandparents, Wayne and Leah Woline. 

Richard Woline is her great grandpa. 
 

BAPTISMS 
 Cadon Thomas Jacobson was baptized on Sunday, June 19, 

2016. His parents are Paul & Megan Jacobson. Sponsors 

are Tom Wenstrand, Tom Jacobson, Pete & Dana 

Wenstrand, and Marne & Tony Lackman. 

 Owen Douglas Niemann was baptized on Sunday, June 26, 

2016. His parents are Andrew and Katarina Niemann. His 

sponsors are Catherine Stack and Matthew Stuck. 

 Clarabella Sue Unkrich was baptized on Sunday, June 26, 

2016. Her parents are Brendan and Brandelle Unkrich. 

Grandparents are Stan and Valerie Unkrich. Her great 

grandmother is Louise Unkrich. Her sponsors include Julia 

Unkrich, Tyson Unkrich, Angela and Alfonso Ribeiro. 
 

NEW MEMBERS 
 Andy and Katarina Niemann became new members on 

June 26, 2016. Their son is Owen. 
 

WEDDING 
 Hannah (Taylor) and Jim Niemeier were united in 

marriage at Swedesburg on June 20, 2016.   



PRAY FOR:  
 The family of Cassandra Molander upon the death of her 

father, Glen Fletcher on June 20, 2016. 

 

 ELCA missionary Rev. Brian Palmer in Liberia, supported 

by this congregation.  
 

 for Bishop Mjema of the Pare Diocese, Pr. John Kinkoro 

and people of Ngaeni Lutheran Parish, our partner 

congregation in Tanzania.  

 

 friends and loved ones experiencing health concerns. 

 
THANKS ARE DUE . . . 

 Pastor Wendell Debner who led us in worship during 
Pastor Mark’s vacation on June 5, 2016. 

 
 Pastor Phil Borleske who led us in worship during Pastor 
Mark’s vacation on June 12, 2016. 

 
 to all the many, many, many hands that helped make the 
150th anniversary celebration a success.  
 

 to Pastors Borleske, Gentz, Martens and Stengel for 
returning to Swedesburg for our 150th anniversary 
celebration. 

 

 to Betty Molander who assisted with folding the Worship 
bulletins for the 150th anniversary celebration; and to Ben 
Rauenbuehler for binding all the anniversary albums.  

 

 to Pastor Mark for leading us during the 150th anniversary 
celebration and worship. 

  



Vacation Bible School volunteer and donation form is below. 

 

Tear out these sheets and mail to the church, or place in envelope in narthex 

(entryway). 

Swedesburg Evangelical Lutheran Church 
1897 140

th
 Street, P. O. Box 88, Swedesburg, Iowa 52652-0088 

Telephone (319) 254-2216                           www.swedesburglutheran.org 

emails: pastor@swedesburglutheran.org            office@swedesburglutheran.org 

http://www.swedesburglutheran.org/
mailto:pastor@swedesburglutheran.org
mailto:office@swedesburglutheran.org


Vacation Bible School Registration form is below. 

 
Tear out these sheets and mail to the church, or place in envelope in narthex 

(entryway). 

Swedesburg Evangelical Lutheran Church 
1897 140

th
 Street, P. O. Box 88, Swedesburg, Iowa 52652-0088 

Telephone (319) 254-2216                           www.swedesburglutheran.org 

emails: pastor@swedesburglutheran.org            office@swedesburglutheran.org 

http://www.swedesburglutheran.org/
mailto:pastor@swedesburglutheran.org
mailto:office@swedesburglutheran.org
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